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Lake County Local State of Emergency Incident Period Has Been Terminated

Kirtland, OH. - Due to the heavy rains and subsequent flooding that hit Lake County in the early morning
of July 20, 2013, the Board of Lake County Commissioners had declared a Local State of Emergency.
That Local State of Emergency was declared by the County Commissioners on July 23, 2013. Today, after
a thorough review of response and recovery efforts associated with the July 20" storm, Lake County
Emergency Management Agency Director Larry Greene is recommending the Board of Lake County
Commissioners close the Local State of Emergency. Director Larry Greene said today, “Although
coordination with the State of Ohio to help repair damaged pubic infrastructure and reimburse local
governments for eligible costs associated with response to the event continues, | believe such activities
can officially reside within the scope of daily operations. Long-term recovery efforts coordinated by 211 and
the “Citizen Corps Council” will continue to address the needs of the elderly and functional needs
population affected by the flooding”. Upon review of Director Greene’s recommendation, the Board of Lake
County Commissioners has concurred. As of 4:30 pm today, August 16™ the Local State of Emergency in
Lake County will be terminated.

As a result of the heavy flooding that occurred, mostly in western Lake County, over 3,500 damage
assessments were conducted on various structures. These damage assessments were made by the
American Red Cross, local building inspectors and personnel from the Lake County and Ohio EMA. Lake
County EMA Director Larry Greene thanked all the agencies involved with the damage assessment
process. Director Greene added, “It does not appear that Lake County will meet the required threshold of
twenty-five homes or businesses destroyed or with 40% uninsured major damage. This threshold is
required to qualify for a Small Business Administration declaration by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA). The number of structures in Lake County that sustained major damage under FEMA’s
new damage assessment criteria, adopted in July of 2012, presently stands at eleven and is not expected
to increase”. Director Greene further stated, “We understand many individuals have damage to their
structures that did not meet FEMA’s criteria. The cost to fix this damage does place a difficult financial
burden on homeowners and businesses. One option individuals may have is to explore assistance through
the Ohio State Treasurer’s “Rebuild Ohio Program”. Eligibility for assistance through this program will
depend on each individual’s particular circumstances”. Information regarding the “Rebuild Ohio
Program” can be found at http://www.tos.ohio.gov/renewrebuild#rebuild

Lake County Administrator Jason Boyd said today, “Local governmental entities are continuing to work with
the Ohio Emergency Management Agency (OEMA) for Public Assistance (PA) via the “State Disaster
Relief Program” (SDRP). Ohio Governor John Kasich is currently reviewing the application submitted by
Lake County for SDRP. The SDRP is a State of Ohio program that helps communities recover from major



events in circumstances where the local governmental entity does not meet the damage threshold for a
federal disaster declaration from FEMA. This State of Ohio program reimburses eligible governmental
entities up to 75% of their costs associated with debris removal and public infrastructure repair. To qualify,
such costs must exceed one-half of one percent of an entity’s general operating budget”.

County Administrator Jason Boyd also stated that, “On July 22" the Board of Lake County Commissioners
had extended the hours of operation and waived dumping fees at the Lake County Solid Waste Facility for
residents affected by the July 20" flooding. Residents were allowed to dump flood damaged items for free,
and the facility had extended weekday and weekend hours for the residents’ convenience. The County
Commissioners have now returned the Solid Waste Facility back to its normal hours of operation, and are
no longer waiving the dumping fees at the close of business Friday, August 16, 2013. The Lake County
Solid Waste Facility is located at 2039 Blase-Nemeth Road in Painesville Township. Please refer to
http.//www.lakecountyohio.qov/utilities/Divisions/SolidWaste/L andFill. aspx for additional information.
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